As Nature pointed out a decade ago, Michael Russell is quite literally a nascence man, 'taking basic elements and trying to transform them … into the stirrings of life' (Nature 459, 316-319, 2009). Although Michael and I have worked together on this issue marking the 30th anniversary of the submarine alkaline hydrothermal vents theory for the origin of life, it also serves as a scientific celebration-a Festschrift, as the Germans put it-of his 80th birthday. Happy birthday Mike, to you and the theory you begot, from all of us involved in this issue.
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